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1



All members of the council were present either in person or on zoom. Deputy Mayor Hoferer
presided in the absence of Mayor Duncan.

A proclamation was read announcing the Topeka Day of Play at the Kansas Children’s Discovery
Center.A proclamation was read announcing the 100  anniversary of the Community Resources
Council. 

th

The council approved the appointments of Nick Xidis and Stephen Smith to the Downtown
Business Improvement District Advisory Board.  Isabel Huckins was appointed to the Citizen’s
Advisory Board. Michaela Saunders was appointed to the Topeka Sustainability Advisory Board.

The council heard two presentations. The first presentation was a review of the Money Management
International program.This program replaced the Topeka Housing and Credit Counseling program.
Although they continue to serve the Topeka area, appointments are arranged through the website.
There are no local phone numbers for contact.

The second presentation was a summary of the Homeless Encampment and Right of Way clean
up.The presentation also summarized the homeless outreach effort.

The rest of the agenda was routine. 

The council discussed proposed Affordable Housing Trust Fund recommendations. The trust fund
board is recommending funding of the proposals submitted by SENT, Inc. which will create 229
affordable housing units.

The council discussed proposed utility rate increases. 

Three people spoke during public comments on subjects such as opposition to proposed water rate
increases, flooding in the Hi-Crest area. Two people spoke about the lack of transparency regarding
JEDO.

There was a need for an executive session to discuss the performance evaluation of a non-elected
official.
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Topeka City Council Meeting
June 16, 2026

Observer: Vicki Arnett
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Shawnee County Commission
June 18, 2026

Observer: Paul Post

Please click on the link below for the agenda archive.
Commission Agenda Website: https://www.snco.us/commission/agendas.asp

https://www.snco.us/commission/agendas.asp


Remarks: 

Other matters were considered by the Commission, which did not have particular relevance to
any LWV of Topeka-Shawnee County concerns or issues. Commission meeting agendas are
available online both before and after the meeting at the link shown above. Currently there does
not appear to be any written minutes of the meeting available.
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Shawnee County Commission
July 2, 2026

Observer: Paul Post

Please click on the link below for the agenda archive.
Commission Agenda Website: https://www.snco.us/commission/agendas.asp

https://www.snco.us/commission/agendas.asp


Remarks: 

County Counselor Rick Eckert, speaking on the proposed Resolution R2026239 which would
create an ordinance pertaining to data center development, stated that under the proposal the
conditional use permitting process would be utilized for any such proposals, that no financial or
tax incentives would be allowed, and that a filing fee of $15,000 would be required. There would
also be an escrow requirement for the developer to pay in advance for any anticipated expert fees
concerning design, development, and construction, or any other planning costs included in the
development.
Public comment: Persons appearing were all stating their opposition to the proposed data center
ordinance and the development of data centers. Speakers generally favored a moratorium of at
least one year to study the issue. Megan Ryan, a Shawnee County homeowner, noted that section
4.1 of the proposed ordinance allowed for an “expedited process” for approval of any such center.
She also stated that Go Topeka already had a project in the works known as “Deep Blue” about
which there was no public information as the discussions with the developer were in secret (since
then, the Topeka City Council has passed a one-year moratorium on any such development).
Three other county residents also spoke on opposition: Amy Gillett, Annette Binsely, and Matthew
Merrish.
Other matters were considered by the Commission, which did not have particular relevance to
any LWV of Topeka-Shawnee County concerns or issues. Commission meeting agendas are
available online both before and after the meeting at the link shown above. Currently
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Two Commissioners present (Riphahn absent)

The 2026 Shawnee County Fair King and Queen made a presentation about the County Fair coming
up July 23-July 26.

Consent agenda, voucher payments and correction orders were approved.

In Land Use & Development, a Public Hearing was held to discuss the conditional use of Property in
Soldier Township for building a new fie station on NW Topeka Boulevard. No public comment was
offered either positive or negative. Previously, letters had been sent to residents near the site, and no
response was offered. The Public Hearing was closed and The Commission approved the
Conditional Use zoning resolution.

For the Department of Corrections, the Commission approved a contract with Astra Mental Health &
Recovery for care coordination services within the Adult Detention Center.

For the Treasurer, Commissioners approved the purchase of a new printer and a service and
maintenance contract for this printer as well as the 3 existing printers. The Treasurer emphasized
that their printers are busy all the time.

For Parks + Recreation, Commissioners approved a guaranteed Maximum Price of $4,441,026.00 for
the Gage Park Carousel Project. The funds will come from the Gage Park sales tax. Mr. Laurent
presented some details about the project. It includes ground preparation, a new enclosed facility for
the carousel that will be used all year. It will include a large lobby area with refreshments and tables
as well as 2 party rooms. A 2  mini train station will be added. There are plans to display the old
engine as well as other historic features. A large parking area will be added.
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In Public Comment, 5 individuals expressed their concerns about data centers. They had heard that
an area near Monterra was being considered. There were concerns that there are 5 schools within 5
miles of that area and we would be “exploiting our children.” Concerns about sound pollution,
headaches, water consumption and increase of utility prices and taxes were mentioned.

Commissioners explained that there are no applications at this time. Each application will be
considered and disapproved or approved on their own merits. Mr. Mays said that his children go to
the schools mentioned. He lives here too. He would not want to approve something that harms the
community. The Land Use & Development Chair said that they have certain procedures they follow
in recommending for or against conditional use permits. They have no applications at this point on
which to make a recommendation.
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Shawnee County Commission
July 9, 2026

Observer: Elvera Johnson



In Administrative Communications, an Election Office employee announced that July 14 is the last
day to register to vote in the August 4 election. Early voting begins on August 20. The Fiscal officer
announced that budget hearings begin next week.

No Executive Session was called.
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Shawnee County Commission
July 16, 2026

Observer: Paul Post

Please click on the link below for the agenda archive.
Commission Agenda Website: https://www.snco.us/commission/agendas.asp

https://www.snco.us/commission/agendas.asp


Remarks: 

The budget process has begun, with department heads presenting their proposed budgets to the
commissions. A summary of those proposals is attached.
Public comment on Data Centers: Persons appearing were again stating their opposition to the
proposed ordinance and the development of data centers: Richard Johnson, without specifics,
stated that the commissioners may have a conflict of interest concerning data center approval;
Scott Henson noted the City Council’s recent 10-0 vote in favor of a one-year moratorium; Mike
Bradley also noted the city’s moratorium, and stated that the county would be well-served to
enact a similar stay, especially considering the three-mile zone around the city that requires city
consent to development even though not within the city limits. 
Other public comments: Carol Marples spoke about the recent litigation involving the
Metropolitan Topeka Airport Authority which resulted in a $1.8 million judgment and almost
$100,000.00 in attorney fees. Kendra Ambley spoke against the 4-minute comment limit that is
imposed on speakers appear before the commission
Other matters were considered by the Commission, which did not have particular relevance to
any LWV of Topeka-Shawnee County concerns or issues. Commission meeting agendas are
available online both before and after the meeting at the link shown above. Currently there does
not appear to be any written minutes of the meeting available.
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