
 

Summary Tuesday Topics September 22, 2022 
Vice-President Vicki Buening opened the meeting, on behalf of President Carole Jordan who could 
not attend due to illness. Lissa Staley welcomed people on Zoom. Vicki thanked the library for their 
continued support of our LWV. She said the League has a fact sheet explaining the two new 
Constitutional Amendments that will be on the November ballot (the LWV supports a NO vote on 
both), and that six judges are up for retention. She said that the Voter Services committee is working 
overtime, continuing to inform potential voters how to register, and noting that they have made over 
2,000 contacts. Beuning thanked everyone for working on informing voters. Lana Belke encouraged 
people to buy ducks and be sure to mention the League when ducks from the Sertoma Duck Race, 
since the League gets half the profits. October 4th is the Candidate Forum for our legislative 
candidates. 

VIce-President Buening then introduced our speaker, Dr. Joan Duwve, State Health Officer, Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment. The title of her presentation was “What I Wish Everyone 
Knew About Monkey Pox, COVID 19, and Polio.”         

Dr. Duwve described Monkey Pox as a rare orthopoxvirus that is in the same family as Smallpox but 
is much milder. There have been 20,000 cases in the US and seven in Kansas. Worldwide there have 
been 53,000 cases. Monkey Pox originated on the African continent. It was discovered in 1958 in two 
monkey colonies and in 1970 the first humans were found infected. Monkey Pox spreads through 
close personal contact, such as men having sex with men, and also by touching objects that are 
infected with the virus, such as fabrics. If pregnant women are infected, they can spread the virus to 
the fetus through the placenta. The primary symptom on Monkey Pox is a rash, though some people 
develop flu-like symptoms, such as a fever, headache, chills, and exhaustion. The infection lasts two 
to four weeks.  

Research is still being conducted on respiratory secretions and whether the Monkey Pox can spread 
through other bodily fluids. Prevention includes the ACAM 2000 (replicating) and Jynneos (non-
replicating) vaccines; the Jynneos vaccine has milder side effects. Treatment includes TPOXX 
antiviral medication used in serious cases and Jynneos vaccine given within 4–14 days after 
exposure to prevent or lessen severity.       

Dr. Duwve then discussed COVID 19, noting that 9,000 Kansans have died of COVID 19 and that 
Long COVID is real (1 in 5 infected adults develop it) and serious. COVID 19 produces coughing, loss 
of smell/taste, fever, brain fog, and trouble sleeping. She noted that safe and effective vaccines are 
available for all ages. Other protections include masks and avoiding contact with other people. Duwve 
also noted that life expectancy in the U.S. has dropped among all ethnic groups, with Asian 
Americans being most affected. Older persons are more at risk, and said that it's our job to protect 
them, especially the 50 percent of elders who are in residential living communities. More than two 
infections are more at risk. Duwve reminded the audience that COVID 19 continues to mutate, 
producing new variants. Some variants are of interest, some are of concern, and some are of high 
consequence. Omicron and Delta are two variants.         
  

Polio, the last virus that Dr. Duwve discussed, is highly infectious and in 5 out of 1,000 people polio 
results in paralysis. She noted that the oral vaccine is best and gave a brief history of polio and the 
development of vaccines. In 1789 polio involved persons but did not lead to widespread epidemics. In 
1932, there were 21,000 paralysis cases reported worldwide, with 175 in the U.S., 2-5 percent among 



children, and fifteen to 30 percent among adolescents and adults. The development of polio vaccines 
caused a decline, as well as improvements in sanitation. Vaccinating everyone is important to getting 
rid of polio. In 2002, the World Health Organization (WHO) predicted polio would be eradicated. A 
mass program was initiated to vaccinate everyone worldwide. However, conspiracy theories about 
the vaccines thwarted this effort, especially in Pakistan, Nigeria, and Afghanistan. In 1979 a polio 
outbreak occurred in Amish communities in the U.S. Midwest. The virus was imported from the 
Netherlands. In 1994 the world was declared polio free. But six wild polio strains occurred abroad in 
seven cases. In 1997 the Sabin vaccine was developed. In 2010, during the Syrian War, wild polio 
occurred in toddlers. In 2019 wild polio types 2 and 3 were declared eradicated; only type 1 remains 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Polio type 2 recently was found in New York City in wastewater. 
According to public health officials, 99 percent of polio vaccine is effective, and Dr. Duwve concluded 
by stressing that every child, every person should be vaccinated! 

Persons interested in viewing the recording of Dr. Duwve’s presentation can find the recording on the 
Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library website. The details and information Dr. Duwve shared 
are well worth the time to watch her presentation.  


